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Tlus article furst presents reflections on the jomnt work camed out by Michael
Cernea and tlus paper’s auﬂ]ﬂr over 89 vears for gammg “room recogmtion and
resources” within the CGIAR' for sociological and socio-anthropological research on
farmers, thewr practices and needs. The status of social research inside the CGIAR has gone
through ups and downs m the uplull battle for expandmng social research withun this
orgamzation. Social scienfists have constantly worked to feed thewr findings mito the
Centers” biophysical research The paper documents the contribution of Michael Cermnea.
the fust sociologist who acceded to CGIAR's top science and policy bodies, to
strengthening the presence and mnfluence of sociological and anthropological knowledge
withm CGIAR s mstitutional arclutectwre and scientific products. The second part of thus
study presents the lugh pronuse of Conservation Agriculfure (CA) — a new paradigm for
non-fillage agricultural pl-n-ductmn that offers improved productmvity and enpvironmental
plDIEE'tlDﬂ CA principles are umiversally applicable. The author offers globel data on the
mmpressive advances and distnbution of CA, which covers already some 125 nulhon ha
distributed across all confinents and agro-ecologies. CA 15 a farmer-driven socio-cultural
phenomenon which has expanded at a yearly rate of 7 mul. ha during the past decade.
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