THE AUTHORS
BALICA ECATERINA is a senior researcher at the Institute of Sociology of
the Romanian Academy, the Laboratory ‘Violence and Crime. Prevention and
Mediation’. She is an associate lecturer at the Faculty of Sociology and Social Work
from of the University of Bucharest (since 2008 – to present). She is a member of the
Romanian Society of Criminology (since 2007 – to present). Starting with the year
2013 she is a Romanian representative in Management Committee of the COST
project ISCH 1206 ‘Femicide across Europe’. She was expert or consultant for the
Ministry of Justice, and the National Institute of Criminology (2004 – 2007).She is the
author of the book: ‘Violent Crime. Trends and Risk Factors’ (Oscar Print, 2008) and
co-editors (E. Balica & Pascal Decarpes) of ‘Violence and Crime in Europe. Social
Interventions and Research Methods (Ars Docendi, 2012). Her main research interests
are: violent crime, homicide, intimate partner violence, restorative justice.
DUMITRAŞCU VERONICA is a scientific researcher at the Institute of
Sociology, Romanian Academy. She graduated from Doctoral School at the
Faculty of Sociology and Social Work, University of Bucharest. Veronica’s main
research interests are: Social and Geopolitical Analysis, East European and Asian
studies, transatlantic studies, Identity studies, Sociology of politics.
LEPĂDATU LAURA is a PhD student at the Institute of Geography,
Romanian Academy, Bucharest, in Social Geography. She graduated in
Psychology (Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences, University of
Bucharest) and is a graduate of Master in Social Deviance and Criminality in the
Faculty of Sociology and Social Work (University of Bucharest). She is a research
assistant at the Institute of Geography, Romanian Academy and is interested in the
interdisciplinary study and in developing research on social deviance, crime and
social geography and the main topics of interest are social risks, violence in sports,
environmental sociology and geocriminality.
MARINESCU ANGELICA-HELENA is an associated researcher in the
Laboratory 3S-CIMEOS (Sensoriel, Sensible, Symbolique) at the University of
Burgundy, France. She works as a scientific researcher for the Regional
Francophone Center for Advanced Studies in Social Sciences – Villa Noël,
University of Bucharest. She teaches a class on the anthropology of culinary
practices (MA) at the Faculty of Sociology and Social Work, University of
Bucharest. She wrote articles about the mediatization of gastronomy, wine culture,
food blogging, also about Indian diaspora in Romania (to be published). She is
interested in media anthropology, Asian studies (South Korea, India), diasporas,
food studies. She is among the organizers of the Festival of Indian culture in
Romania (The Cultural Center “Rabindranath Tagore”) since 2010.
Rom. Jour. Sociol., New Series, Nos 1–2, p. 147–148, Bucureşti, 2014

148

The authors

2

MILENKOVA VALENTINA is a Professor at the Sociology Department,
South-West University, Bulgaria. She earned her PhD in Sociology from the
Institute of Sociology, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. She teaches the following
courses: “Sociology of Education”, “Social Stratification and Inequalities” and
“Traditional and Modern Societies”. Milenkova has 8 monographs and about 80
papers in Bulgarian and foreign journals and social research work collections. Her
latest books are: “Bulgarian School in the focus of Inequalities” (2009), “Social
Dimensions of Education” (2010) and collective monograph “The LLL Hybrid:
Policy, Institutions and Learners in Lifelong Learning in Bulgaria” (2012).
Milenkova’s main research interests are: equal education opportunities, social
stratification, ethnic minorities, lifelong learning.
POPESCU ROBERT COSMIN is MA in Sociology. He graduated in 2011
the Master Program ‘Sociology of Consumption and Marketing’ within the Faculty
of Sociology and Social Assistance, University of Bucharest, with the thesis ‘The
effects of emotional labor on shopkeepers’. In the last three years he was involved
in several field researches requiring long time participatory observation. Popescu’s
main research interests are: religion sociology, culture of consumption, social
psychology, security studies and globalization.
POULAKIDAKOS STAMATIS is a Senior Research Associate and a
Teaching Assistant at the Department of Communication and Media Studies of the
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens (NKUA). He holds a BA and a
PhD degree from the Department of Communication and Media Studies (NKUA),
and an MA degree in New Media, Information and Society from London School of
Economics (LSE). He works at the Laboratory for Social Research in Mass
Media, Department of Communication and Media Studies (NKUA), specialized in
media monitoring and quantitative content analysis. At the same time he is a tutor at the
BA in Media Production programme of the Athens Metropolitan College, in
collaboration with Queen Margaret University of Edinburgh. He has taken part in many
research projects and has participated in various Greek and international conferences.
VENETI ANASTASIA is a Teaching Fellow at the Department of Media &
Communication, University of Leicester. She holds a PhD on Political Communication
from the Department of Communication and Media Studies of the University of
Athens, a BA in Politics with Economics from Goldsmiths’ College, University of
London and an MA in Communication Policy Studies from City University. She also
holds a Diploma in Public Relations from the London School of Public Relations. Her
working experience includes teaching in private colleges (Akmi Metropolitan College,
American University of Athens) and public Greek Universities (University of Athens,
Technological Education Institute of Ionian Islands) and professional experience as a
research analyst in Greek market research companies (MRB S.A. and QED Hellas)
and as a communication consultant in various political campaigns, the Hellenic
Parliament and an NGO. She is the author of one book and academic articles. She
has participated in various international conferences.

