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The concept of “tribe” in India is a very contested one, and shares overlapping definition with a number of nomenclatures - ‘indigenous people’, ‘adivasis’ and even ‘Scheduled Tribes’ (Beteille 1998; Kuper 2003; Radhakrishna 2016). Romila Thapar provocatively argues that the image of ‘tribe’ draws its genesis from the curious situation of the arrival of the Indo-Aryan speaking nomadic pastoralists in northern India who came into contact with the indigenous population (possibly the remnants of the urban civilisation of the Indus) and regarded them as mleccha (barbarians) as against the Aryans who were distinct because of their linguistic (speaking Sanskrit) and racial supremacy (Thapar 1971). It appears anyone who did not belong to the Hindu Varna or caste system, or did not practice an identifiable mainstream religion, was classified as tribe. In late nineteenth century, the British colonial administrators arbitrarily classified and categorised Indian population into ‘caste’ and ‘tribes’ mostly for political/administrative reasons. Without understanding this colonial legacy, the Constitution of India ‘labelled’ (imposed) 212 tribal communities as Scheduled Tribes (STs) in 1950 without making any substantial changes to the 1936 list of ‘tribes’ but failed to recognise them as indigenous people for their disputed origin (Shah 2010). Later, the number of ST communities increased manyfold.  According to 2011 census, there are 705 ST communities consisting of 8.6 percentage of Indian population today. 
It became problematic since the constitutional category of Scheduled Tribes has now been the staple of anthropological and sociological enquiry all over the country, which implies even the contemporary disciplinary boundaries have been drawn with state given categories. In reality, the social formations of the tribes are dynamic and the criteria for inclusion in this category of persons are contingent, changing, and subject to social and political negotiation (Sylvain 2014: 252).  However, the fact remains that these communities, for centuries, have been subjected to the painful predicament of disparate and inimical historical process which have led to their destitution and marginalisation. As a result, waves of ‘development’ interventions have been implemented (both by the state and civil societies) in the name of ‘progress’, ‘development’ and ‘civilisation’, which, in turn, have simultaneously dispossessed the tribals of their language, culture, resources and identity. So there is also a growing consensus to record their claims for recognition as a means to counteract inequality and oppression. However, the politics of recognition potentially “diverts attention from the struggle for economic inequality and social justice”, leaving the prevailing social order intact (Parekh2004: 202; also Fraser 1997). 
For all these reasons - to understand the evolutionary prospectives of human civilisation, record the distinctive cultural practices of tribals, analyse state-subject making process of the tribes, deconstruct/reconstruct their identities, honour their claims for recognition and to ensure economic equality and social justice, to name a few - there has been a growing impetus for tribal/indigenous studies in India in various academic disciplines starting from anthropology, sociology, history, development studies, rural management to environmental studies.   
The present volume seeks to engage with the historical, social and political process which go into making of Indian tribes and explore various critical issues and challenges confronting this extremely vulnerable section of Indian society today. Therefore, academic research papers are cordially invited on various aspects of tribal/indigenous people of India. The sub-themes for the present volume include, but not limited to,
· Tribal ethnicity, identity and citizenship 
· Tribal culture
· Ecology and tribal economy 
· Tribal development and governance 
· Public policy and social justice 
· Displacement 
· Migration
· Education
· Health 
· Climate change and adaptation 
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