THE AUTHORS

ANCA VELICU is a researcher at the Institute of Sociology (Romanian
Academy). Her main research interests include youth’s use of digital technology,
parental mediation, media education and the opportunities to use new media for
education. In the last years she becomes interested in young children and digital
technology, and how digital literacy is acquired in the early years. Some of the
most important projects in which she has participated: 2017-19, Makerspaces in
the early years: enhancing digital literacy and creativity (dir. J. Marsh), 2015—
17 Friends 2.0 "Friendship” quality in the age of online social networks. Using
and abusing personal information among Romanian adolescents (dir. Monica
Barbovschi, funded by the Ministry of Education), 2015 Young Children (0-8) and
Digital Technologies (dir. Stephane Chaudron), 201417, The Digital Literacy and
Multimodal Practices of Young Children (dir. J. Marsh), 2009-2014, EU Kids
Online Project (dir. S. Livingstone & L. Haddon); 2012-2014, Net Children Go
Mobile Project (dir. G. Mascheroni).

MONICA BARBOVSCHI, Ph.D., is an Associated Researcher with the
Institute of Sociology at the Romanian Academy and a research consultant with the
Regional Center for Studies on the Development of the Information Society
(Cetic.br) in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Since 2009, she has been involved in the cross-
national EU Kids Online and Net Children Go Mobile projects, working on topics
related to young people and social media, as well as qualitative methodologies and
ethical challenges in research involving young people. She was also a postdoctoral
Arnold F. Graves Fellow with the Centre for Social and Educational Research at
Dublin Institute of Technology (2011-2012) in the area of children’s rights and a
Senior Researcher at the Department of Psychology at Masaryk University in Brno,
Czech Republic (2012-2015).

BIANCA BALEA, PhD, is an Assistant Professor in Social statistics at the
Faculty of Sociology and Social work, “Babes-Bolyai” University, Cluj Napoca.
Also, she is a post-doctoral researcher at the Institute of Sociology (Romanian
Academy) within a research project that addresses the quality of friendship in the
age of online social networks. She participated in national and international
research projects, among which EU Kids Online, 2009-2014 (dir. Sonia

Rom. Jour. of Sociological Studies, New Series, No. 2, p. 177-179, Bucharest, 2017
(G Ev-tn ]

Creative Commons License
Attribution—NoDerives CC-BY-ND 4.0



178 The Authors 2

Livingstone and Leslie Haddon, LSE), and Net Children Go Mobile, 2012-2014
(dir. Giovanna Mascheroni). Her current research interests are sociology of the
Internet, social and digital inequalities, children’s ICT use, friendship and personal
data misuse on social media.

VALENTINA MARINESCU is Professor Habilitated at the Department of
Sociology, Faculty of Sociology and Social Work, University of Bucharest,
Romania. She teaches methods of research in communication sciences,
introduction in communication and sociology of mass media both at the BA and
MA level. Her main research interests are: communication and media studies.
Since 2013 she is Romanian representative in Management Committee of the
COST project ISCH 1206 Femicide across Europe. She was Regional Evaluator
(Romania and Macedonia) for Roma Education Fund program “Improving the
targeting of government support to Roma students in tertiary education” and
Country Evaluator of WINNER II Romania for UNIFEM and International Bank
for Reconstruction and Development. Her recent publications were: Marinescu, V.,
Mitu, B. (eds.) Health and the Media: Essays on the Effects of Mass
Communication. McFarland, 2016; Marinescu, V., Mitu, B. (eds.). The Power of
the Media in Health Communication. Routledge, 2016; Marinescu, V., Branea, S.
(eds.) Exploring Political and Gender Relations-New Digital and Cultural
Environments. Cambridge Scholars Publishing.

CODRUTA SINTIONEAN is Assistant Professor at the Department of
Asian Languages and Literatures at Babes-Bolyai University in Cluj-Napoca,
Romania. She has been in charge of the section of Korean Language and Literature
since its creation in 2008. After studying in Japan and South Korea she received
her PhD from the Faculty of Letters at Babes-Bolyai University in 2008. Her
academic interests include Korean heritage and Korean history.

BALICA, ECATERINA is senior researcher at the Institute of Sociology of
the Romanian Academy, the Laboratory ‘Violence and Crime. Prevention and
Mediation’. Since 2013 she is Romanian representative in Management Committee
of the COST project ISCH 1206 Femicide across Europe. She was coordinator and
member of national projects developed in the field of violence (PNII-IDEI/WE-
057/2011Violence and Crime in Europe. Social Interventions and Research
Methods financed by CNCS-UEFISCDI, 27/05.12.2011) and homicide (PNI-II-
RU-PD-2012-3-0414 Homicide — Suicide in Romania: Incidence, Patterns and
Risk Factors, financed by CNCS-UEFISCDI — 61/30.04.2013.). She was member
of national projects focused on violence in schools (2011/2012 Research Expert for
the project ‘Quality in education by the mediation and restorative practices’, co-
financed by European Social Found — Sectorial Operational Programme Human
Resource Development 2007-2013).



3 The Authors 179

She is a member of the Romanian Society of Criminology (2007 — to
present), member of the Scientific Committee of the Romanian Society of
Criminology (2013 to present)and member of the “Association Internationale des
Criminologues de Langue Francaise” — AICLF (2010-to present).

She is the author of the books: ‘Homicide-suicides in Romania. Statistical
data and Media representation’ (Peter Lang 2016), and ‘Violent Crime. Trends and
Risk Factors’ (Oscar Print 2008). She is the co-editors (E. Balica& Pascal
Decarpes) of ‘Violence and Crime in Europe andSocial Interventions and Research
Methods (ArsDocendi, 2012) and co-authors (A. Parosanu, E. Balica, A. Balan) of
‘Mediation in Penal Matters in Romania Evaluation Study and Perspectives’(CH
Beck, 2013, English/Romanian).

Her main research interests are: violent crime, femicide, homicide-suicides,
and restorative justice.






